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Hi! After several drafts of trying to cleverly how | got this going, I've decided to just do it Okay? 

Anyway, I've been drawing as a hobby literally ever since | could hold a pencil, and | developed a not-too-remarkable skill in 
art. Ijoined the Air Force right out of high school, as other options were nonexistent. Through a series of misadventures, | ended 
up being a graphics specialist and quickly established myself as a pretty good general-purpose graphics and illustrator kind of 
uy | got vigorously interested in science fiction/media/comix fandom while stationed at Ramstein Air Force Base in Germany. 
At that time, I'd just seen Star Wars (my travel leave was the premiere week, and I saw it five times). I'd been reading National 
Lampoon and Heavy Metal, and ! had been introduced to underground comix via the good old Krupp catalog 

So | was all eager to do some of my own cartooning, Sort of Actually, it was doing a briefing, which included some “funny ani- 
mat” cartoons, that probably gave me the final impetus. For months | drooled out reams of sketches and doodle designs, and in- 
numerable story outlines, most of which are mercifully lost. Of course, these were to be published in comix of my own creation. 
Epic titles such as Onward! and Blunderbuss were proposed and faded. (Coming up with snappy titles is a lot easier than ac- 
tually doing X number of pages of art.) 

‘And so it went for some time. Finally, with the combined efforts of Jeff Kilian, Jon Warner, Kevin Carroll, Ben Burgraff, and my- 
self, the comic Huzzah was created 

Itwas a very inauspicious beginning. We printed 400 copies of 54 pages of embarrassingly bad cartoons, just the sort of things 
one might expect from undersocialized young G.|,s with too much time on their hands. Its only significance is {hat it was my first 
publication, and it had, in a very crude form, the first appearance of Erma Feina of the Extraplanetary Defense Force 

Though intended to be the fantastic first issue of a long and proud line, Huzzah promptly lost momentum and was never resur- 
rected, Except for another single-shot fanzine, Raumschiff, | didn’t make any further attempts at self-publishing for some time. | 
did do occasional “fillos' for some Star Wars fanzines, and | even edited a clubzine, Westwind. for the Northwest Science Fiction 
Society, for a while. 

Not until '83 did | again seriously think about doing a self-pub, In the spring of '83, | met Richard Pini at Vikingcon in Belling- 
ham, Washington, and talked with him to some extenl, I'd been showing art and making a fair part of my income at science fiction 
convention art shows, and he was making plans for his growing Warp Graphics publishing empire. He was semi-interested in my 
work. Nothing much happened out of that, though we still keep in touch, But Mike Broche, a fellow SF/art fan and printer, was at 
the convention also. He suggested that he and | put out something of our own, He provided the technical expertise. To keep the 
cost risk down, we decided to do a small, short-run book — which turned out to be this A/bedo prototype issue. 

Vd actually decided on the title Aibedo years earlier. However, | didn't feel confident enough in my work to seriously start up the 
Erma Felna story yet. | did have another script ready, though. The year before, I'd seen Bladerunner with several friends in 
Seattle the night it opened. Afterwards, at dinner, June Hill, a duck fan, came up with the idea of Rick Duckert, and | sketched a 
flat-topped duck in a trenchcoat. Such a hit. Within 48 hours, the script of “Bad Rubber" was complete. 

So there was a short bit ready to go for A/bedo. | began work on a longer, probably multi-part piece. But it was taking a lot of 
time, and Iwas unhappy with the look. I decided to run just the “Bad Rubber” strip. It would make for a small, cheap fun-pub kind 
of thing that I could peddle on the side at SF cons. 

Well, that prototype issue (and it was, too: | had no real working knowledge of comic format work) sold out its first run that sum- 
mer. An additional run made in the fall went almost as fast. Heartened by Albedo's success, | made plans for the first real issue 
and the proper first episode of Erma Feina of the EDF. That would eventually happen in June of '84. The forlunes of subsequent 
issues I'l leave for another time. 

However. the prototype story wasn't over yet. The original art from “Bad Rubber’ became part of Jim and June Hill's art collec- 
tion, The prototype went into a third printing in July 86, and there's this deluxe edition in December '86 

‘And the other story, the one that didn't make it into the book? It became the series “Birthright,” which has been enjoying some 
success in Fantagraphics’ zine Critters 

Finally, to alleviate confusion, here's the complete printing history for Albedo Nr. 0: 


First printing — White cover with yellow drawing table: approx. 50 copies. (There were problems with regis- 
tration on the yellow printer) 
= White cover without yellow: approx. 450 copies. 


— Blue cover; 500 copies. (The cover was designed to be blue, but the printer misread the instruc- 
tions. So, when the rest of the batch was run up, the cover was redone.) 


Second printing— — Blue cover: 1000 copies, (Identical to first blue, with “Second printing” added and cover price 
removed.) 
Third printing— Blue cover: 1000 copies. (Identical to second blue with “Third printing” and new address 
added.) 
Fourth printing— Photo cover. (White-with-yellow-cover edition front and blue cover back; includes additional 


pages of material and copy.) 


Albedo Nr 0: The Prototype Issue, Deluxe 4th Printing. Copyright © by Steven A, Gallace! Published by Thoughts & Images, Copies are available for $1. which includes 
postage from Thoughts & Images PO Box 19419, Seaille. WA 98109, Printed by Valco Graphics. Seattle Typesetting by RocketTypo, Seattle. Cover camera work by 
Grapnic-Chromatics, Seattle 


WHILE MY CARTOOKUNMG- WAS PRETTY 
VPREMKRKABLE, {| coved Do sone 
SERUICEABLE TECH AC THRE 
ilaay AYD |MAKUOMULATED A 
E FILE OF TECH. DESI 

AULTS Be UseFuceLATRO ied 
VAUGHO Bode’S scery-Tee [ery 
HELPED IWSPURE Son € OF cA 
THE WILDER STOFF. a 


baa A 
APD HERE 1S THE IMFAMOUS “ASTRO-Duce”. 
AR PBROMOUS CREATURE, ¢ REATED FRO 
THE LEST SAVORY ASPECTS oF soe oF 


AY Co-weRKERS WHILE / 
1B EERAAPCF, 


aA 


Bord THe pestens Aw ExicuT Ion) 
OF ERVA WET THROUGH A WHOLE SMIES 


VA PaAmeL FreoMm 


i ) AN EARLY YU RSIORF \ 
! * \ OF THE ERMA 
Sone EARLE me Story, ALL Dove <_f 
Ly Rosey. (Sue i ) wit 4 00 RAPIDKIO- } 
DeeWEDS Fost fa i 


ee GRAPH 012 TRACHL- || 
BRIER cartoons SL MRED. j 


JIM SORRY TAMAS, (T'S JUST THAT \T7 Phan 
eI KPECTED Vy po ay 
Ine” ra‘ quit’ say DUTY FOR aNyeasy oor! |! ita) 
THEN HE IMPLIES | HAD NOGUSINESS —_'|| cet \ 
GOING INTOCEMBAT — 1 1 BRAN 
el | | | 
MZ SS US 
le writ it ws 
pk YS Cai 
a L® Von THATS ok, JUST cHALR 
Si! ®\ (rue 7 PRE-compar sirreRs, 


A Vd fe —/ AND DON'T WoRRY, YOU'VE Gor 
¢ \) 41 YEARS OF TRAINING AND EVEN 
\ EXPERIENCE UNDER, FIRE. 


ERMA _FELNA © rrszws 


WITH SUPRIZING GRACE, A PONDEROUS SHIP 
OF THE RABBIT STAR SYSTEMS LANDS AT THE 
ANDERSON WL SPACE PORT. IN IT'S SELF, OF ONLY 
MINOR INTREST, BUT BEING THE FIFTH ARRIVAL 
INAS MANY DAYS, MAY NoT BE A COINCIDENCE, 


HUH! ~ Witt ALL THESE 5. 
FF SHiP ARRIVALS, You'D THINK 


WITH THE TOWER AND OTHER KEY 
FACILITIES SECURED, THE MAIN FORCE 
MOVES OUT, TO BEGIN THE TAKE- OVER 
OF THE SINGLE CITY ON ANDERSON IC, 


done WY (IS7B, 


THIS [5 THE ORIGIIAL. ART WORK FoR, “Hu 2z4H” 
AT THE TIME, | WIT Kitou) ABY THIN T HALF -TONE ART REPRODUCTYORS 
50, AT THAT TEME, | COMPLETELY RE-Dil) tHE ART FOR. LEE REPRE WEE 


SHADING SHEETS 


is 
pu22EceD But Pp 
MOSTLY UNCONCERNED, 
UNAWARE OF WHAT 

15 TAKING PLACE - 


THIS CHANGES WHEN 
THE RAGBIT FORCES 


BESIN 2 Ne UTROrIsS HAL: 
OLICE AND SECURITY, 
ND = i i 
Hea: \ Fale y 
iin a ie 5 << 
RTI a 
Hy a 
= a 


Tepiste © \ REGUCAR OFFICE WORKERS GECGOME 
NY Bare Cie CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE oF 


THE FIERCE FIRE EIGHT: 


A No 


2 aie ae 

THE MAIN ACTION IS AGAINST THE 
KENTRAL GOVERNMENT BUILDING, 
HQ. OF THE REGIONAL. ASTRO-FORCE. 


OTHER THAN STRIES, THIS WAS MP FAST BIT 
, 


BUT WITH NEAR SELF-DESTRUCTIVE 
IMPROVISING, THEY PROMISE A GRIM 
DETERMINED DEFENSE, 


BUT WITH LIMITED ARMS,| 
| THE ASTRO-FORCE SUFFER, 
TERRIBLE SLAUGHTER , 


BUT RESISTANCE DOES NOT CéASE 
UNTILL. NIGHTFALL, AND ONLY A HAND 
FULL OF SURVIVORS EMERGE, 


DURING- THE NIGHT, LOCAL RABBITS ARE SOUGHT OUT, THOSE WHO REFUSE ARE ELIMINATED AS 

THOSE WHO SWEAR, ALLEGENCE ARE TO CO-QPERATE TRAITORS TO SPECIES AND STATE. 

WITH THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT. 2 q 
1 


MORNIWG BREAKS ON THE CITY 
Now DEATH QUIET. THE ONLY 
MOTION (S THE SMOKE, STIL 
DRIFTING- THE FORMER BATTLE- 


SITES, AND THE NEW FLAG OF y 


THE RABBIT STAR SYSTEMS. 


THIS, ASD FURTHER DRAFTS OF THE SToRY HAD SEyGeM_ PLOT 
ELE, ERTS THAT WERE TRIAMED ou7 oF WHAT BECAME THE ERMA 
STORY IP ALBEDO NRA, 


== J De NetH MORE URTICL | 
arf TNE FEET THE AIRFORCE, 


a A \ BECOME AWARE OF THE @@ 
\ a FAD-ART OF JERRY Coccimss, \o 4 
ra: [We ee V6 16 
z 5 om 


LB, LD Soman, NM a 


v 
i 

7 
3 
g 
2 
~ 
: 
sf 


< 


\ HIS BoD PeH-4ORK, 
* 1 TRYED A BRUSH 
rx IOSTEAD. AFTER 
{7 
\ fe AN AD ISTENSE 
PERIOD OF 


| pO TERPERI MER TATION | 
i 


OP 1 HAD A Mage-o -LESS 
Fwvaci2@e€ FFE. 


THIS WAS T> BE A LITTLE 
PeQTFoUIO TYPE PUBLICATTOR, 


AND, oF couRrsé, 
IKPROVING MY 
TEHY LoRK . 


THIKGS DIDN'T CHARGE Feo MOG UBT ILE_ 

BS GHEY ALBEDO KRO WAS STARTED BAD 
RUBBER" 1S REPRO'D Freort THE oRIGWAT. 
PEGCATIVES, THE WSIDE BACK CoUGR ART WAS 
OR(GIUALLY Dow— FoR ABEDO MK 2. BVT wor 
UseD. 


CPZARLICZ 4 
uz FUZUAL S4Hnis 


rm 


\ 
L.A. IS A ROTTEN PLACE IN 2013, THAT'S WHY I LIVE IN TACOMA. 
BUT THAT ISN‘'T MUCH BETTER. NAME'S DUCK ERT, RICK DUCKERT. 
1 USED TO BE A COP. SPECIALTY COP. YA SEE, ROBOTS, ‘DROIDS, 
AND NOW THESE NEW GDAST=CREANIG “REPLICANTS” ARE OUT LAWED 
ON PLANET, IT SEEMS THEY ALWAYS WIN VIDEO-GAMES AND THERE 
ARE BECLIONS AT STAKE. So MY JOB WAS TO TRACK DOWN ANY ; 
RENEGADE ROBOT THAT SHOWED UP AND “TERMINATE THEIR COMMAND 
~OOPS, WRONG MOVIE- | MEAN “RETIRE” THEM, THE STREET TERM 
FOR THESE PLASTIC. PROBLEMS 1S— 


BAD MUBDESTi 


—/ GOT OUT OF THE BUsINESS 


THOUGH, DIDN'T LIKE THE WAY THEY WENT “SQUEEE” WHEN | — 
OOPS WRONG COMIC— | MEAN— OH WELL— . 


’ 


DBh-vh~ OX 

WHUD po YA WANT 
ME FURS 
cms 


WHAT KIND Ay 


DON'T WORRY, 
QUESTIONS ‘f THEY RE JUST ROUTINE) 
< pu ax QUESTIONS, ,— 


( 


T JUST WANT Y 
Rro ASK You A™ 


‘ARE YOU NOW, OR” 
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN 
A MEMBER OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY ? 

2 EY 


THE Boy ScauTs? 
Ad) ROTARIANS?” 
> (NOS RASTIFITERIAN 


UNo< ROTOFERIANS? 
yy RETROFITARIANS? 
RUTABEGARIANS ? 
REPLBLICANS? 


ROLFING 2" 
Nod RACKETEERING? 
RAT PACKERS? 

RAT RACERS? 


HAT'S YOUR 
FAVORITE OS gl 


50 THEY FOUND A ‘RUBBER, THE HARD WAY 


Pe. 


NEVER HE 
(OF HIM 


lee CES SOME “RUBBER” LOOSE Tt) [mM THROUGH 
WS TO GET OR Coa te THE KILLING! 


V THERE'S PER DIEM _ WELL, 17'S ABOUT TIME 1 
[THE KEYS To YOUR owN SPIER T AL START DUSTIN’ SOME ‘pRoiDS | 
FIRST PLACE | WENT WAS WHERE THEY | TRIED IT OUT ON HIS ‘NIECE. 
MAKE ‘EM. THE WEASLE, TYREL WANTED ee PET TERS 
To SEE MY GADGET, BUT WE SETTLED ON FATHER CY PROGRAMMING DIVISION, 
Tt NURBANA, ILLINOIS. 


A DEMONSTRATION eta MY REELNT 
TO 


—— 
DENES CUOTHER? FABRICATION DIVISION, 
a SCHNECTADY, NEW YORK. ) 


IT WAS INCREDIBLE! THE FOX WAS 

A REPLICANT ! | GUESS THE RIVETS 
SHOULD HAVE TIPPED ME.. THE WEASLE 
TOLD ME SHE WAS A SPECIAL MODLE, 
1 DIDN'T ASK HOW SPECIAL, FIGURED 
(‘0 GET INTO THAT LATER. 


HAT, OR IF 
(T STARTS 
LEAKING OIL, 


BUT IT PAYED off! 


|! BEGAN LOOKING FoR cLUES| 
BY 


[FOUND A LEAD. 


POKAY, SO IT WASN'T ONE 
DE (AY BESTE BOM. 


Sen ane 
'M POSING AS A GUSY-% 
BoOY, SELF-RIGHTIOUS DEFENDER 
QF DECENCY, TRYING TO FINO OUT) 
WHAT KIND OF KINKY THINGS 
ARE. GOING ON BACK STAGE, 5 
yp 


IT DID HOW EVER MAKE THE REPLICANT BREAK COVER, AND GAVE ME AN EXCUSE 10] 
SHOOT MY HOGLEG INTO CROWDS OF INNOCENT BYSTANDERS. 
2 i 


eZ 
MUCH AS | ENJOY DISCHARGIN FIREARMS 
ITH IN THE CITY LIMITS, SHOOTIN’ A CHICK, 
VEN_A SYNTHETIC ONE, BUMS ME OUT, 


IN APPRECIATION, | TOOK HER UP TO MY 
APARTMENT TO SEE HOW GOOD SHE 


GEE, 1S THIS 
ORE PLAY T, 
7 de 


* a = 
SP EU THAT /{ Just HAPPEN’) 
\ THI 
= vie HAVE S 


Sy WHOLE BUILDING4 


TT wow, such 
“STUFF! ¢ 


<T1 MADE ‘EM. I'm 
A GENETIC. DESIGNER 


OLLY? THEN YOU MUST Y FRIEN 
KNOW TYREL, THE WET (ST ERIENO WANTS 
REPLICANT MAKER? 


YEAH, HE'S MY) 
FRIEN “ 


P50, THERE'S No WAY TO Te 


[EXTEND My LIFE 5 BP AND | Say, 


/ POP GOES THE 


4 j , ’ ne 


1 CAN SAY 
EXT TIME USE] 
NEVEREADIES 


4 A REPLICANT WAS CLOSE, | COULD FEEL. 
IT, | COULD FEEC IT, | WAS AFRAID — ~ 


FELT LIKE A ROLLER BALL. TEAM HAD SPENT THE DAY WORKING| [FORTUNATLY, | GOT A SHOT 
oe He: CARED. EMBARRASSING THAT SHE Toot, ONLY TEN) |OFF, NASTY MESS THAT. 
TEN SECONDS. 


—— ; 
iB WAS ONLY A MATTER OF TIME GEFORE THE }e 


THE LAST REPLICANT SHOWED UP. 


PLFE [5 So EASY WHEN 
YOD'RE BESIDE ME! J 


THEN HE LET ME Go wird pen aor 
BUT HE WAS AFTER ME 


WHO'S AFRAID OF 
THE BIG BAD wour> 


cauer 
DID | MENTION THAT HE WAS A MILITARY 
LIMovet., STRONGER THAN DIRT, FER Sure ! 


AND JUST WHEN | THOUGH | 
MIGHT HAVE GOTTEN AWAY — 
FWOULDN'T YOU KNOW!!! 


1 DIONT WANT ‘To DIE AS MUCH AS TH! 
Guy, BUT 1 WAS JUST TOO Taep, Too? 
WRT TO KEEP ON. 


UKE UTTCE YELLOW DUCKS 
Bia DIESEL TRUCKS, , Fine 
Slow MouUIN' TRAIN: 

Ai 


et 
a oh 

THEN, OF ALL THINGS, HE JUST 

[sat OWN AND ‘TALICED | 


AND ME? HECK , WITH AY OWN SPINOR 

(TOOK OFF WITH MY REPLICAWT FOR, 

CANADA f HEY HEY! AND I'VE GOT THE 
RECHARGE ADAPTER, TOO, 


HE DIED THERE, YAKKIN! | |“ 

ABOUT LIFE, THE UNIVERSE 

AND EVERY THING, 04 
WELL — (FEE, ASIDE FROM 
MURDERING A BUNCH OF 
PEOPLE AND BREAKING 
MY FINGERS, HE WASNOT| 
aber A BAD GUY AFTER 


iO 

TO FINAL SIZE 
SEPARAT: a 
TUME, 14 STIL A NOT WELL~ PRACTICED INKER, AND TO DO IT ANY OTHER, 


WILL BE ONE SHARP PRODUCT. SPEAKING OF WHICH THE FIRST FULL. ISSUE OF 

WLU HAVE THE LONG AWAITED ERMP, FELNA sréay, See 
A SCIENCE -FICTION DRAMA, AND WHAT EVER ELSE 
SURFACES BETWEEN Now’ AND SEPTEMBER, 


STEVE GALLACC] IS A FORMER AIR FORCE GRAPHICS SPEC, 
TECHNICAL, ILLUSTRATOR, AND EDITOR, OF “WESTWIND™ THE 
NORTH WEST SCEINCE- FICTION SOC, NEWS'ZINE. HE NOW 
WORKS AS A FREE-LANCE ARTIST/ ILLUSTRATOR, IN THE 
SEATTCE AREA, 


“ALBEDO” AND CONTENTS @ [383 BY STEVE G&ALLACC[ 


PRODUCER/PRINTER- MIKE BROCHA 
ASSC. PRODUCER- SCOTT SCIDMORE 


